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Having taken into account:

1.    The provisions of Chapter D of Law 5128/2024 (A’ 118).

2.    The provisions of Article 16, paragraph 4, subparagraph a of Law 4957/2022 (A’ 141).

3.    The provisions of Articles 79 through 88 of Law 4957/2022 (A’ 141), as currently in force.

4.    The provisions of Articles 59 through 61 of Law 5094/2024 (A’ 39), as currently in force.

5.    The provision of Law 5203/2025, Article 106 “Transitional Provisions – Accreditation of Graduate Programs – Provisions Concerning the National Authority for Higher Education – Amendment of Paragraphs 1 and 4 of Article 455 of Law 4957/2022” (A’ 87).

6.	Circular No. 135557/Z1/November 1, 2022, of the Ministry of Education and Religious Affairs, titled: “Implementation of the provisions of Law 4957/2022 ‘New Horizons in Higher Education Institutions: Enhancing the Quality, Functionality, and Connection of Higher Education Institutions with Society and Other Provisions” regarding the organization and operation of graduate programs and other matters.”
7.    Decision No. 108990/Z1/08.09.2022 of the Deputy Minister of Education and Religious Affairs  regarding “Regulation of matters concerning the procedure for tuition-free enrollment in postgraduate programs that charge tuition fees” (B’ 4899).
8.    Joint Ministerial Decision No. 18137/Z1/16-02-2023  regarding “Establishing the requirements and procedures for organizing graduate programs using distance learning methods at institutions of higher education (HEIs),” (B’ 1079).
9.	The provisions of Law 3374/July 29, 2005, “Quality Assurance in Higher Education. Credit Transfer Systems” (A’ 189).
10.    The Rector’s decision No. 10540/December 23, 2022, regarding the “Election of the Rector of the Agricultural University of Athens and the Appointment of Vice Rectors of the Agricultural University of Athens.” (Government Gazette YODD 1217)
11.    The provisions of Law 4589/2019 “Synergies between the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, the Agricultural University of Athens, the University of Thessaly with the Technological Educational Institutes of Thessaly and Central Greece, the Pallimniako Fund, and other provisions” (A’ 13).
12.	The decision of the Senate (Session: 622/December 27, 2024) of the Agricultural University of Athens concerning the establishment of the Agricultural University of Athens’ Committee on Graduate Studies.
13.    Senate Decision No. 5789/July 15, 2025, regarding “Approval of the Model Internal Regulations for the Operation of Graduate Studies Programs (GSP) at the Agricultural University of Athens (Government Gazette B’ 4068/July 28, 2025).
14.	The excerpt from the Minutes of the Meeting of the Department of Natural Resources Management and Agricultural Engineering (Sessions: …./……11.2025) of the School of Environment and Agricultural Engineering at the Agricultural University of Athens.
15.    The attached files concerning: the Feasibility and Sustainability Study of the Master’s Program entitled “Greenhouses — New Technologies and Sustainable Cultivation Practices,” as well as its detailed budget.
16.    The ………. recommendation of the Graduate Studies Committee of the Agricultural University of Athens (Meeting: 00th/…... 12.2025).
17.    The document dated …...12.2025 from the Chair of the Committee on Graduate Studies to the Office of the Senate of the Agricultural University of Athens.
18.    The fact that the provisions of this decision do not concern an administrative procedure for which there is an obligation to register with the EMDD-MITOS.
19.    The fact that the provisions of this decision do not entail any expenditure to be borne by the University’s state budget.
20.    The oral recommendation of the Rector.


Resolves,

To establish the single-department Master’s Program entitled “Greenhouses — New Technologies and Sustainable Cultivation Practices” of the Department of Natural Resources Management and Agricultural Engineering, School of Environment and Agricultural Engineering, Agricultural University of Athens, as follows:

Chapter A:
"Establishment of the Master's Degree Program entitled: 'Greenhouses - NEW TECHNOLOGIES AND SUSTAINABLE CULTIVATION PRACTICES” by the Department of Natural Resources Management and Agricultural Engineering, at the School of Environment and Agricultural Engineering of the Agricultural University of Athens.
.
[bookmark: _Hlk213401683]Article 1. “General Provisions”
The Department of Natural Resources Management and Agricultural Engineering (A.F.P.&. A.E.) of the Agricultural University of Athens (A.U.A.) will offer, starting in the 2026-2027 academic year, a Master’s Program (M.P.) titled: “Greenhouses — New Technologies and Sustainable Cultivation Practices,” in accordance with the provisions of this decision and the provisions of paragraph 3 of Article 80 of Law 4957/2022 (A’ 141), as well as the supplementary provisions of Laws 5094/March 13, 2024 (Government Gazette A’ 39) and 5203/2025 (Government Gazette A’ 87).

Article 2: “Subject Area and Purpose”
The purpose of the MSc Program is to deepen and advance knowledge as well as to promote research in the field of greenhouse agriculture and sustainable technologies. The Program focuses on the application of modern production methods, such as automation, IoT technologies, energy efficiency and the circular economy, with the aim of improving agricultural production and reducing environmental impact. In particular, the preparation of the dissertation aims to produce high-level scientific research on topics such as:
a) design and management of sustainable greenhouse systems,
b) climate, irrigation and nutrition control using smart technologies,
c) integrated pest management (IPM) and sustainable production methods, and
d) financial management and marketing of greenhouse enterprises.
Through research and practical application, the MSc Program aims to train scientists and specialists capable of developing independent research and staffing services in both the public and the private sector in the field of modern greenhouse agriculture.

Article 3: “Governing Bodies of the MSc Program”
1. The competent bodies for the administration, organisation and operation of the MSc Program, in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 1 of Article 81 of Law 4957/21.7.2022 (A’ 141), as well as the additional amendments of Laws 5094/13.03.2024 (A’ 39) and 5203/2025 (A’ 87), are:
a) The Senate of the Agricultural University of Athens.
b) The Departmental Assembly of the Department of NRDAE.
c) The Coordinating Committee (CC) of the MSc Program.
d) The Director of the MSc Program.
2. The Coordinating Committee (CC) of the MSc Program consists of the Director of the MSc Program and four (4) members of the Teaching and Research Staff (TRS) of the Department who have a cognate subject area with that of the MSc Program and undertake teaching duties in the MSc Program. The members of the CC are determined by decision of the Departmental Assembly for a two-year term. Emeritus Professors of the Department or of collaborating Departments may participate in the CC, provided they undertake teaching duties in the MSc Program. The Director of the MSc Program chairs the CC and their term of office may be renewed without limitation.

3. The Director of the MSc Program shall be a member of the Teaching and Research Staff holding the rank of Professor or Associate Professor, in the same or a cognate subject area, and is appointed together with a deputy by decision of the Departmental Assembly for a two-year term, with the possibility of unlimited renewal, and must fulfil the prerequisites of paragraph 4 of Article 81 of Law 4957/21.7.2022 (A’ 141), as well as the additional amendments of Laws 5094/13.03.2024 (A’ 39) and 5203/2025 (A’ 87).
4. The Director of the MSc Program, as well as the members of the CC, are not entitled to remuneration or any compensation for the exercise of the competences assigned to them in connection with the performance of their duties.

Article 4: “Postgraduate Title”
The MSc Program entitled “Greenhouses - New Technologies and Sustainable Cultivation Practices” awards a Master’s Diploma of Specialisation (MDE) entitled: “Greenhouses - New Technologies and Sustainable Cultivation Practices”.

Article 5. “Admission Categories”
1. The Master's Program (M.Sc.) admits graduates holding degrees in Agricultural Sciences, Forestry, Natural Sciences, Engineering, Computer Science, or other related disciplines from Higher Education Institutions in Greece or from recognized equivalent institutions abroad, provided that their degrees have been recognized by the competent authority (DOATAP). Graduates of related Departments of the former Technological Educational Institutes (TEIs) are also eligible for admission. 
2. Applicants who have submitted all the required supporting documents within the specified deadlines shall be evaluated by the Department's Special Evaluation Committee, which is appointed by decision of the Department Assembly. 
3. The evaluation of applicants shall be based on the assessment of their application dossier and a personal interview. The ranking of applicants and the final selection shall be determined on the basis of these evaluations. 


Article 6. “Duration of Study”
1. The duration of studies in the Master's Program is three (3) academic semesters. During the first two semesters, students attend the required coursework, while the third semester is devoted to research and the preparation of the Master's Thesis, as well as participation in relevant seminars, lectures, and fieldwork activities. 
2. The above period may be extended following a decision of the Department Assembly.

Article 7: “Language of Instruction”
The language of instruction of the MSc Program is Greek, while English shall be used by invited professors from abroad. The Master’s Dissertation may be written in English, following a decision of the Departmental Assembly.

Article 11: “Course Program - Credit Units (ECTS)”
1. For the Master’s Diploma of Specialisation (MDE), students are required to attend the courses listed below, as well as a series of seminars by specialists from other educational institutions in the public or private sector or from other national and international bodies. The selection of the aforementioned shall be carried out in accordance with the provisions of Law 4957/2022 (A’ 141), as well as the additional amendments of Laws 5094/13.03.2024 (A’ 39) and 5203/2025 (A’ 87).
2. Courses are taught in Greek. Seminars and lectures may be held in Greek and/or English. The Dissertation is written in Greek. However, there is also the possibility of writing it in English, following a decision of the Departmental Assembly. In addition, the postgraduate student is required to participate in seminars, lectures, educational excursions and field work.
3. The total number of Credit Units (ECTS) required for the award of the MDE amounts to ninety (90), of which thirty (30) ECTS correspond to courses of the 1st semester of studies, thirty (30) ECTS to courses of the 2nd semester of studies, and thirty (30) ECTS to the preparation, writing and presentation of the Dissertation and the practical training. The course Program is structured as follows:
1st Semester: The first semester comprises the attendance of five (5) courses from the table below, which collectively correspond to thirty (30) ECTS.
1st SEMESTER: TOTAL SEMESTER CREDIT UNITS (ECTS) 30
	No.
	Courses
	ECTS

	1
	Greenhouse Construction
	6

	2
	Greenhouse Environment
	6

	3
	Climate, Irrigation and Nutrition Control, Automation and IoT Technologies
	6

	4
	Energy Systems - Energy Savings
	6

	5
	Circular Economy and Environmental Impact
	6



2nd Semester: The second semester comprises the attendance of five (5) courses from the table below, which collectively correspond to thirty (30) ECTS.
2nd SEMESTER: TOTAL SEMESTER CREDIT UNITS (ECTS) 30
	No.
	Courses
	ECTS

	1
	Nutrition of Greenhouse Crops
	6

	2
	Sustainable and Innovative Production Systems
	6

	3
	Plant Protection and Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
	6

	4
	Post-harvest Handling of Products
	6

	5
	Management and Financial Administration of Greenhouse Enterprises and Marketing
	6



3rd Semester: The third semester encompasses the writing of the Dissertation (28 ECTS) and the practical training (2 ECTS), which collectively correspond to thirty (30) ECTS.
3rd  SEMESTER: TOTAL SEMESTER CREDIT UNITS (ECTS) 30
	No.
	Courses
	ECTS

	1
	Master’s Dissertation
	28

	2
	Practical Training
	2



Article 9. Number of Admitted Students
The number of students admitted annually to the Master's Programme (M.Sc.) shall be determined in accordance with Law 4957/2022, Chapter Θ, Article 79, paragraph 4(a), as follows: the minimum number of admitted students shall be four (4) and the maximum number shall be twenty (20). The exact number of admissions shall be determined annually by the competent academic bodies.
If, in a given academic year, the number of admitted students does not exceed four (4), the Department Assembly shall decide whether the Master's Programme will be offered, following a recommendation from the Coordinating Committee.
Article 10. Academic Staff
The Master's Programme is supported by faculty members of the Laboratory of Agricultural Constructions and the Laboratory of Agricultural Engineering of the Department of Natural Resources Development and Agricultural Engineering. It also involves members of the Laboratory Teaching Staff (EDIP) with the appropriate expertise to fully support the teaching and research needs of the Programme, in collaboration with faculty members from other academic departments of the Agricultural University of Athens, as well as from other Higher Education Institutions.
In addition, distinguished scientists may be invited to deliver lectures or appointed as instructors in accordance with the provisions of Law 4957/2022 (Government Gazette A' 141), as amended by Law 5094/2024 (Government Gazette A' 39) and Law 5203/2025 (Government Gazette A' 87).
Article 11. Infrastructure
The Department of Natural Resources Development and Agricultural Engineering possesses all the necessary infrastructure required for the operation of the Master's Programme, including buildings, classrooms, laboratories, engineering equipment, and scientific instruments.
Furthermore, the Agricultural University of Athens provides a Central Library and Information Centre, which adequately supports the educational and research activities of the Programme.

Article 12. Funding Sources – Budget
1. Funding for the Master's Programme may originate from donations, grants, bequests, sponsorships, research projects, European Union programmes, or programmes of other international organizations, as provided by the applicable legislation. 
2. The financial sustainability of the Master's Programme is ensured through an annual sponsorship of €50,000, without the imposition of tuition fees. Specifically: 
Table 1 – Expected Income
	
	Funding Source
	Amount (€) per Cycle

	1
	Tuition fees
	0

	2
	Donations, grants, bequests, and all types of sponsorships from public sector entities, as defined in Article 14(1)(a) of Law 4270/2014 (Government Gazette A' 143), or from private sector entities
	50,000

	3
	Funding from research projects
	0

	4
	Funding from European Union programmes or other international organizations
	0

	5
	Revenue from the University's Special Account for Research Funds (ELKE)
	0

	6
	Any other lawful source (to be specified in detail)
	0

	ΣΥΝΟΛΟ
	TOTAL



Table 2 – Expected Expenditure
	
	Expenditure Category
	Amount (€) per Year

	1
	Equipment and software expenses
	14,000

	2
	 Scholarships for postgraduate students
	0

	3
	 Consumables
	6,000

	4
	 Travel expenses for teaching staff of the Master's Programme
	3,500

	5
	 Student travel expenses for educational purposes
	1,000

	6
	Teaching remuneration for permanent academic staff of Higher Education Institutions and research centres/institutes participating in the Programme
	0

	7
	 Teaching remuneration for temporary academic staff of Higher Education Institutions participating in the Programme
	0

	8
	 Teaching remuneration for external professionals and experts
	4,000

	9
	Administrative and technical support costs
	4,500

	10
	Other expenses, including publicity and dissemination, purchase of educational materials, conference organization, and fieldwork expenses
	2,000

	11
	 Institutional operating expenses (30%), with priority given to supporting Master's Programmes operating without tuition fees
	15,000

	ΣΥΝΟΛΟ
	50.000




Article 9: “Tuition Fees and Exemptions
For their studies in the MSc Program “Greenhouses - New Technologies and Sustainable Cultivation Practices”, postgraduate students do not pay tuition fees.

Article 14. “Duration of Operation”
The duration of operation of the Master’s Program is initially set at five (5) years, that is, until the 2030–2031 academic year.

Article 15. “Transitional Provisions”

Specific matters concerning graduate studies shall be governed by the Graduate Studies Regulations. All matters not mentioned in this decision or in the Regulations for Graduate Studies shall be governed by a decision of the bodies designated by law.

CHAPTER Β:
“INTERNAL OPERATING REGULATIONS of the Master’s Program entitled: ‘GREENHOUSES — NEW TECHNOLOGIES AND SUSTAINABLE CULTIVATION PRACTICES” of the Department of Natural Resources Management and Agricultural Engineering, at the School of Environment and Agricultural Engineering of the Agricultural University of Athens.

[bookmark: _Toc233535937][bookmark: _Toc233639735]Article 1: “Structure - Rules of Operation”
The MSc Program “Greenhouses - New Technologies and Sustainable Cultivation Practices” of the Department of Natural Resources Development and Agricultural Engineering (NRDAE) of the Agricultural University of Athens (AUA) has been structured in accordance with the Qualifications Framework for second-cycle studies of the European Higher Education Area (EHEA) and the level-7 descriptors of the European Qualifications Framework for Lifelong Learning.
The MSc Program “Greenhouses - New Technologies and Sustainable Cultivation Practices” has a duration of three (3) academic semesters. The taught courses correspond to ECTS credit units (European Credit Transfer System) and are distributed across 3 semesters with a total of 30 ECTS per semester. The MSc Program awards a Master’s Diploma of Specialisation (MDE) entitled “Greenhouses - New Technologies and Sustainable Cultivation Practices” and shall operate from the academic year 2026-2027 for five (5) years, at which point the possibility of continuing its operation shall be assessed, in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 3 of Article 80 of Law 4957/21.07.2022 (A’ 141).
The provisions of the present Internal Regulations of Operation of the MSc Program of the Department (NRDAE) elaborate on the legislative framework governing Postgraduate Studies and regulate, in a uniform manner, issues pertaining to the operation of the MSc Program that are not regulated by the applicable legislation but for which the legislation either provides relevant delegations of authority or are regulated by decisions of the competent bodies of the Program.

[bookmark: _Toc233535938][bookmark: _Toc233639736]Article 2: “Subject Area and Purpose”
The purpose of the MSc Program is to deepen and advance knowledge as well as to promote research in the field of greenhouse agriculture and sustainable technologies. The Program focuses on the application of modern production methods, such as automation, IoT technologies, energy efficiency and the circular economy, with the aim of improving agricultural production and reducing environmental impact. In particular, the preparation of the dissertation aims to produce high-level scientific research on topics such as:
a) design and management of sustainable greenhouse systems,
b) climate, irrigation and nutrition control using smart technologies,
c) integrated pest management (IPM) and sustainable production methods, and
d) financial management and marketing of greenhouse enterprises.
Through research and practical application, the MSc Program aims to train scientists and specialists capable of developing independent research and staffing services in both the public and the private sector in the field of modern greenhouse agriculture.

[bookmark: _Toc233535939][bookmark: _Toc233639737]Article 3: “Master’s Degree”
The MSc Program entitled “Greenhouses - New Technologies and Sustainable Cultivation Practices” awards a Master’s Diploma of Specialisation (MDE) entitled: “Greenhouses - New Technologies and Sustainable Cultivation Practices”.

[bookmark: _Toc233535940][bookmark: _Toc233639738]Article 4: “Language of Instruction”
The language of instruction of the MSc Program is Greek, while English shall be used by invited professors from abroad. The Master’s Dissertation may be written in English, following a decision of the Departmental Assembly.

[bookmark: _Toc233535941][bookmark: _Toc233639739]Article 5: “Number of Postgraduate Students per Instructor”
The number of postgraduate students per instructor is unrestricted, as the nature of a specialised Program is by no means quantitative, but rather qualitative and supportive of the specialised knowledge that is essential for a specific field of study.

[bookmark: _Toc233535942][bookmark: _Toc233639740]Article 6: “Governing Bodies of the MSc Program”
1. The competent bodies for the administration, organisation and operation of the MSc Program, in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 1 of Article 81 of Law 4957/21.7.2022 (A’ 141), as well as the additional amendments of Laws 5094/13.03.2024 (A’ 39) and 5203/2025 (A’ 87), are:
a) The Senate of the Agricultural University of Athens.
b) The Departmental Assembly of the Department of NRDAE.
c) The Coordinating Committee (CC) of the MSc Program.
d) The Director of the MSc Program.
2. The Coordinating Committee (CC) of the MSc Program consists of the Director of the MSc Program and four (4) members of the Teaching and Research Staff (TRS) of the Department who have a cognate subject area with that of the MSc Program and undertake teaching duties in the MSc Program. The members of the CC are determined by decision of the Departmental Assembly for a two-year term. Emeritus Professors of the Department or of collaborating Departments may participate in the CC, provided they undertake teaching duties in the MSc Program. The Director of the MSc Program chairs the CC and their term of office may be renewed without limitation.
3. The Director of the MSc Program shall be a member of the Teaching and Research Staff holding the rank of Professor or Associate Professor, in the same or a cognate subject area, and is appointed together with a deputy by decision of the Departmental Assembly for a two-year term, with the possibility of unlimited renewal, and must fulfil the prerequisites of paragraph 4 of Article 81 of Law 4957/21.7.2022 (A’ 141), as well as the additional amendments of Laws 5094/13.03.2024 (A’ 39) and 5203/2025 (A’ 87).
4. The Director of the MSc Program, as well as the members of the CC, are not entitled to remuneration or any compensation for the exercise of the competences assigned to them in connection with the performance of their duties.

[bookmark: _Toc233535943][bookmark: _Toc233639741]Article 7: “Competences of the Governing Bodies of the MSc Program”
1. The Senate has the following competences:
a) approves the establishment of the MSc Program or the amendment of the founding decision of the MSc Program,
b) approves the extension of the operational duration of the MSc Program, and
c) decides on the abolition of the MSc Program.
2. The Departmental Assembly of the Department of NRDAE is responsible for the organisation, administration and management of the MSc Program, and in particular:
a) establishes Committees for the evaluation of applications of prospective postgraduate students and approves their enrolment in the MSc Program,
b) assigns the teaching duties to the instructors of the MSc Program,
c) proposes to the Senate the amendment of the founding decision of the MSc Program, as well as the extension of the duration of the MSc Program,
d) establishes examination committees for the examination of the dissertations of postgraduate students and appoints the supervisor for each dissertation,
e) certifies the successful completion of studies for the award of the MSc Program title,
f) approves the annual report of the MSc Program, following a proposal by the Coordinating Committee (CC), and
g) exercises any other competence provided for by Law 4957/2022 (A’ 141) and Law 5094/2024 (A’ 39).
By decision of the Departmental Assembly of the Department of NRDAE, the competences under sub-paragraphs (a) and (d) may be delegated to the CC of the MSc Program.
3. The CC is responsible for monitoring and coordinating the operation of the Program, and in particular:
a) prepares the initial annual budget of the MSc Program and its amendments on the basis of the available resources of the MSc Program in accordance with Article 61 of Law 5094/2024 (A’ 39), and recommends its approval to the Research Committee of the Special Account for Research Funds (SARF), excluding the quarterly revisions of the annual budgets under sub-paragraph (b) of paragraph 3 of Article 239 of Law 4957/2022 (A’ 141),
b) prepares the Program’s annual report and recommends its approval to the Departmental Assembly,
c) approves expenditure and may delegate this competence to the Director of the MSc Program,
d) approves the award of scholarships, whether reciprocal or otherwise, in accordance with the provisions of the re-establishment and amendment decision of the MSc Program and the present Regulations,
e) recommends to the Departmental Assembly the allocation of teaching duties, as well as the assignment of teaching duties to the categories of instructors under Article 83 of Law 4957/2022 (A’ 141),
f) recommends to the Departmental Assembly the invitation of Visiting Professors to meet the teaching needs of the MSc Program,
g) draws up a plan for the amendment of the study Program, which it submits to the Departmental Assembly, and
h) recommends to the Departmental Assembly the redistribution of courses among the academic semesters, as well as issues relating to the qualitative upgrading of the study Program.
4. The Director of the MSc Program has the following competences:
a) chairs the CC, draws up the agenda and convenes its meetings,
b) proposes matters concerning the organisation and operation of the MSc Program to the Departmental Assembly,
c) proposes to the CC and the other bodies of the MSc Program and of AUA matters relating to the effective operation of the MSc Program,
d) serves as the Scientific Coordinator of the Program in accordance with Article 234 of Law 4957/2022 (A’ 141) and exercises the corresponding competences,
e) monitors the implementation of the decisions of the governing bodies of the MSc Program and of the Internal Regulations of the MSc Program, as well as the execution of the MSc Program budget, and
f) exercises any other competence provided for in the re-establishment and amendment decision of the MSc Program.
[bookmark: _Toc233535944][bookmark: _Toc233639742]Article 8: “Admissions and Selection Criteria”
1. The MSc Program admits graduates in Agronomy, Forestry, Natural Sciences, Polytechnic Schools, Informatics or cognate Departments of Universities of Greece or of recognised equivalent Departments abroad in cognate specialisations, provided they have obtained recognition from DOATAP. Graduates of cognate Departments of Higher Technological Educational Institutions (HTEI) are also admitted.
2. The evaluation of candidates who have submitted all the required documents within the prescribed deadlines is carried out by the special evaluation committee of the Department, which is established by decision of the Departmental Assembly.
3. The number of students admitted to the MSc Program per year is determined on the basis of Law 4957/2022, Chapter Theta, Article 79 and paragraph 4a, as follows: a minimum of four (4) students and a maximum of twenty (20) students, determined by the competent authority on an annual basis. In the event that the number of students admitted per year does not exceed four (4), the Departmental Assembly decides whether the MSc Program shall operate, following a proposal by the CC. The Departmental Assembly determines, by decision, the details of the application of the selection criteria, the establishment of supplementary criteria or the conduct of examinations and interviews, the results of which are taken into consideration during the selection process.
4. In the event that the Departmental Assembly decides to conduct entrance examinations, the selection of students admitted to the MSc Program is carried out under the responsibility of the CC, which proposes to the Departmental Assembly examination, interview and candidate selection committees. The results are ratified by the Departmental Assembly.
5. In the event of a tie between candidates, all tied candidates are admitted, with the last admitted as a supernumerary.
6. The list of successful candidates is published no later than twenty (20) calendar days after the deadline for submission of the candidates’ documents. Following the publication of the results, successful candidates must notify of any possible non-acceptance of their selection. Registration of successful candidates takes place within the dates determined by the Departmental Assembly.
7. The selection of prospective postgraduate students and the required documents listed below is carried out by the CC, on the basis of the provisions of Law 4957/2022, taking the following criteria into consideration:
a) Printed application form.
b) Copy of Degree/Diploma.
c) Copy of detailed transcript of grades.
d) Degree grade, which must be at least 6.5.
e) Detailed curriculum vitae.
f) Photocopy of both sides of the identity card.
g) Personal interview by the Special Committee.
h) Relevance of the subject of the undergraduate thesis and its grade. The existence of a relevant undergraduate thesis strengthens the candidacy, without being mandatory.
i) Level of English language proficiency, duly certified diploma.
j) Content of two letters of recommendation.
k) Possession of another Master’s diploma or a five-year degree.
l) Possession of a doctoral diploma.
m) Previous research activity, as evidenced by publications or presentations at scientific conferences.
n) Other relevant scientific or professional qualifications.
The grading limits and the weighting of the selection criteria are set out in the table below, while the details of application may be amended by the Departmental Assembly.
	
	CRITERION
	GRADING RANGE
	WEIGHTING

	C1.
	DEGREE GRADE
	6.5 - 10
	20%

	C2.
	PERSONAL INTERVIEW
	3 - 10
	20%

	C3.
	RELEVANCE OF UNDERGRADUATE THESIS
	0 - 10
	5%

	C4.
	ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEVEL 
Exam
B2
C1
C2
	0-5
5
8
10
	10%

	C5.
	LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
	0 - 10
	5%

	C6.
	OTHER MSc OR FIVE-YEAR DEGREE
	10
	10%

	C7.
	DOCTORAL DEGREE
	10
	15%

	C8.
	PUBLICATIONS
	0 - 10
	5%

	C9.
	OTHER PREVIOUS RESEARCH ACTIVITY 

 RELEVANT PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
	Based on years (0-10)

Based on years (0-10)
	5%

5%



8. The oral interview covers topics of broader pedagogical, scientific and social interest and aims to:
a) ascertain the general scientific training of the candidate and the formation of their personality,
b) identify special qualifications and other characteristics and activities of the candidate,
c) identify possible gaps of the candidate that would require the candidate to attend supplementary undergraduate courses, laboratory exercises or practical training,
d) identify the difficulties that the candidate may face in uninterrupted attendance of the courses and the other obligations of the MSc Program, and
e) verify particularities and other elements of the candidate that may play a role in their smooth integration into the MSc Program.
9. The members of the committees evaluate each candidate individually and award a specific number of units, which may not exceed 10 Evaluative Units (EU). The number of EU ultimately credited to the candidate from their performance in the oral interview is the average of the EU awarded by all the members of the committee.
10. The EU credited to the candidate from their special qualifications and their performance in the oral interview are aggregated to constitute the candidate’s total EU. This total determines the ranking of each candidate. On the basis of the total EU obtained by each candidate, the competent examination committees draw up an evaluative ranking table of the candidates. The evaluative ranking table includes, in order of ranking, all candidates who have obtained a minimum EU score equal to 4 and the successful candidates are declared. These tables are then forwarded to the CC for review and submission to the Departmental Assembly for approval.
11. In the event that two candidates obtain the same total number of EU, priority is given to the candidate with the higher grade in their primary degree.
12. The lists of successful candidates, following their ratification by the Departmental Assembly, are announced by the secretariat on the notice boards and the website of the Department, so that the successful postgraduate students may be informed and proceed with their enrolment in the MSc Program within a specific period determined by the CC. A candidate who fails to enrol within the predetermined period forfeits the right of enrolment in the MSc Program, unless they invoke reasons of duly substantiated force majeure or serious illness. The lists of successful candidates, ratified by the Departmental Assembly, must be announced no later than 10 days before the commencement of the MSc Program courses.
13. An objection to the ranking lists may be lodged within 10 days of the date of announcement of the lists. The objection, which must be specific, is submitted to the secretariat and is adjudicated definitively by the Departmental Assembly.

[bookmark: _Toc233535945][bookmark: _Toc233639743]Article 9: “Tuition Fees and Exemptions”
For their studies in the MSc Program “Greenhouses - New Technologies and Sustainable Cultivation Practices”, postgraduate students do not pay tuition fees.

[bookmark: _Toc233535946][bookmark: _Toc233639744]Article 10: “Duration of Studies and Attendance Requirements”
1. The duration of full-time study for the award of the Master’s Diploma of Specialisation (MDE) in the MSc Program is set, in accordance with Article 6.1 (Chapter A) of its founding decision, at three (3) academic semesters. During the first two semesters, course attendance takes place, while the final semester is devoted to the research and writing of the Master’s Dissertation, as well as to attendance of relevant seminars, lectures and field work.
2. In duly justified exceptional circumstances, this period may be extended by one (1) academic semester, following a proposal by the Coordinating Committee (CC) or a request by the postgraduate student and approval by the Departmental Assembly. In the event that the aforementioned maximum time limit is exceeded without the fulfilment of the educational requirements for the award of the Master’s degree, the postgraduate student shall be de-registered by declaratory act of the Departmental Assembly.
3. The Departmental Assembly, upon application by the postgraduate student concerned and recommendation of the CC, in fully justified cases, may decide to accept a suspension of studies for up to twelve (12) months. The period of suspension is not counted towards the duration of studies.
4. In all cases, the total period for the acquisition of the MDE may not exceed six (6) semesters, including any twelve-month suspension of studies.
5. The MSc Program is also offered as a part-time Program of four (4) semesters. The distribution of courses across the semesters for part-time students is determined by decision of the Departmental Assembly, following a proposal by the CC.

[bookmark: _Toc233535947][bookmark: _Toc233639745]Article 11: “Detailed Course Program - Credit Units (ECTS)”
1. For the Master’s Diploma of Specialisation (MDE), students are required to attend the courses listed below, as well as a series of seminars by specialists from other educational institutions in the public or private sector or from other national and international bodies. The selection of the aforementioned shall be carried out in accordance with the provisions of Law 4957/2022 (A’ 141), as well as the additional amendments of Laws 5094/13.03.2024 (A’ 39) and 5203/2025 (A’ 87).
2. Courses are taught in Greek. Seminars and lectures may be held in Greek and/or English. The Dissertation is written in Greek. However, there is also the possibility of writing it in English, following a decision of the Departmental Assembly. In addition, the postgraduate student is required to participate in seminars, lectures, educational excursions and field work.
3. The total number of Credit Units (ECTS) required for the award of the MDE amounts to ninety (90), of which thirty (30) ECTS correspond to courses of the 1st semester of studies, thirty (30) ECTS to courses of the 2nd semester of studies, and thirty (30) ECTS to the preparation, writing and presentation of the Dissertation and the practical training. The course Program is structured as follows:



1st Semester: The first semester comprises the attendance of five (5) courses from the table below, which collectively correspond to thirty (30) ECTS.
	No.
	Courses
	ECTS

	1
	Greenhouse Construction
	6

	2
	Greenhouse Environment
	6

	3
	Climate, Irrigation and Nutrition Control, Automation and IoT Technologies
	6

	4
	Energy Systems - Energy Savings
	6

	5
	Circular Economy and Environmental Impact
	6



2nd Semester: The second semester comprises the attendance of five (5) courses from the table below, which collectively correspond to thirty (30) ECTS.
	No.
	Courses
	ECTS

	1
	Nutrition of Greenhouse Crops
	6

	2
	Sustainable and Innovative Production Systems
	6

	3
	Plant Protection and Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
	6

	4
	Post-harvest Handling of Products
	6

	5
	Management and Financial Administration of Greenhouse Enterprises and Marketing
	6



3rd Semester: The third semester encompasses the writing of the Dissertation (28 ECTS) and the practical training (2 ECTS), which collectively correspond to thirty (30) ECTS.
	No.
	Courses
	ECTS

	1
	Master’s Dissertation
	28

	2
	Practical Training
	2



[bookmark: _Toc233535948][bookmark: _Toc233639746]Article 12: “Registration of Successful Candidates”
Upon completion of the selection procedure for prospective postgraduate students, the list of successful candidates is drawn up, which is approved by the Departmental Assembly following a recommendation by the CC. Following the publication of the results, successful candidates must notify of any possible non-acceptance of their selection. The registration of successful candidates, who thereby acquire student status, takes place within the dates determined by the Departmental Assembly.

[bookmark: _Toc233535949][bookmark: _Toc233639747]Article 13: “Examination and Assessment Rules”
1. Attendance of courses is mandatory and is verified under the responsibility of the instructor.
2. The examination of each course may be oral, written, through coursework, studies, design proposals or by any other method determined by the instructor. The assessment terms for each course are announced at the beginning of instruction.
3. The pass grade is set at six (6.0) on a scale of 0-10 for all courses.
4. The results of grading are communicated to the postgraduate students under the responsibility of the course coordinator within fifteen (15) days of the examination date or, where assessment is based on coursework, within twenty (20) days of the submission date. No re-examination is provided for the purpose of improving a student’s grade.
5. Examinations take place twice a year, during the 2 weeks following the end of courses for each academic semester. The CC may modify or reschedule the examination period or designate a third examination period during the first fortnight of September of the following academic year.
6. Each postgraduate student may sit an examination for each course no more than twice. The first examination period for each semester is set immediately after the end of courses, while the second examination opportunity for a course is set 10-15 days after the date of the first examination. If the student also fails on the second attempt, the student is referred to the CC, which, having examined the overall performance of the postgraduate student, recommends to the Departmental Assembly either de-registration of the student from the MSc Program or the possibility of one additional examination, provided exceptional circumstances justify their reduced performance, or repetition of the course by the postgraduate student in a subsequent semester.
7. All postgraduate students must comply with the fundamental principles of Academic Ethics during their participation in examinations, as described below. Any deviations from the rules of Academic Ethics shall be reported by the respective instructor to the CC of the MSc Program and shall be dealt with in accordance with Article 18 - Grounds and Procedure for De-registration of the present Regulations of Operation.

[bookmark: _Toc233535950][bookmark: _Toc233639748]Article 14: “Award of the Master’s Diploma and Master’s Dissertation”
For the award of the Master’s Diploma (MDE), in addition to the taught courses, each postgraduate student is required to prepare a Master’s Dissertation. The subject thereof and the assessment procedure are defined in Law 4957/2022. The Dissertation is written in Greek. However, there is the possibility of writing it in English, following a reasoned decision of the Departmental Assembly.
[bookmark: _Toc233535864][bookmark: _Toc233535951]A) Appointment of Supervisor and Supervisory Committee:
1. At the end of the 2nd semester, in a joint discussion between Professors and students, the research interests of members of the Teaching and Research Staff (TRS) are presented for the determination of the topic of the Dissertation. The postgraduate student then approaches that member of the TRS whose research activities constitute an area of interest. The Supervisor, after determining the topic of the Dissertation, proposes the Three-member Advisory and Examination Committee of the student to the Secretariat of the MSc Program.
2. The Departmental Assembly, on the proposal of the CC, appoints for each postgraduate student a Three-member Advisory Committee, one member of which shall be the Supervisor.
3. The Three-member Advisory Committee consists of the Supervisor and two other members, who may be instructors of the MSc Program, in accordance with the provisions of Articles 21 and 23 of the present Regulations. The members of the committee must have the same or a cognate scientific specialisation as the subject area of the Dissertation, as defined by Article 83 of Law 4957/2022 and Circular ref. 135557/Z1/01.11.2022 of the Ministry of Education.
4. The Three-member Supervisory Committee also constitutes the Examination Committee of the Dissertation. For the quorum of the Examination Committee during the presentation and examination of the postgraduate student, the presence of at least two (2) members is required, one of whom shall be the Supervisor.
5. It is possible for a postgraduate student, by application to the CC, to request a change of supervisor only once, having set out in writing and in sufficient detail the reasons therefor. The Departmental Assembly decides on the request, taking into account the recommendation of the CC and the views of the supervisor.
6. A change of supervisor may also entail a change of topic of the Dissertation, without this being accompanied by an extension of the duration of studies.
7. The postgraduate student cooperates with the Supervisor for the selection of the topic of the Dissertation, which is approved by the Departmental Assembly and assigned after the successful examination of all courses of the 1st and 2nd semesters.
8. Postgraduate students are fully integrated into the activities of the Department, with participation in research and other activities determined by the Departmental Assembly, following a proposal by the supervisor.
9. Within the framework of the Dissertation, publication of results in scientific journals or international conferences is recommended.
[bookmark: _Toc233535865][bookmark: _Toc233535952]B) Completion and Examination of the Dissertation:
10. The preparation of the Dissertation is mandatory, takes place after the end of courses, and must be completed and submitted within six (6) months from the commencement of the 3rd semester.
11. The possibility of extension, beyond the 3rd semester, of the deadline for completion of the Dissertation, upon a reasoned application by the postgraduate student, may be extended by one (1) consecutive semester. The student’s application is examined and granted by the Departmental Assembly, following a recommendation by the CC and the concurring opinion of the Supervisor.
12. The Dissertation is submitted in three (3) copies, one for each member of the Examination Committee, at least one week before the examination.
13. The Dissertation is developed and defended by the postgraduate student before an open audience, following publication of the examination date and an invitation by the Secretariat of the MSc Program.
14. The Three-member Examination Committee draws up a record of evaluation and grading of the Dissertation, which is submitted on behalf of the Three-member Examination Committee to the Secretariat of the MSc Program in three copies, after the required corrections of the Dissertation by the candidate and provided that the candidate submits three copies thereof.
15. The grading of the Dissertation is based on the scale of 0-10. A grade equal to or higher than 6.50 is considered successful, evaluating the content of the work, the knowledge of the postgraduate student and the manner of presentation of the subject.
16. In the event of failure, the postgraduate student is entitled to be re-examined once more, no earlier than one (1) month and no later than three (3) months from the previous examination. In the event of a second failure, the postgraduate student is de-registered from the Program by decision of the Departmental Assembly.
17. The corrections to the work proposed by the Examination Committee must be carried out within a maximum of three (3) months from the date of presentation and examination. Otherwise, the postgraduate student is considered not to have successfully completed their studies and is examined once more, no earlier than four (4) months and no later than six (6) months from the previous examination, provided the maximum time limit for studies has not been exceeded.
18. In the event of a second failure or exceeding the maximum time limit for studies, the postgraduate student is de-registered.
19. De-registration of a postgraduate student in all cases is effected by decision of the Departmental Assembly, following a recommendation by the CC. The Department of Natural Resources Management and Agricultural Engineering (NRDAE) issues the relevant declaratory act.
[bookmark: _Toc233535866][bookmark: _Toc233535953]C) Final Grade of the MDE:
The final grade of the MDE is derived from the grade of the postgraduate courses and the grade of the Dissertation. For the calculation of the final grade, the grade point average of all courses is multiplied by 2/3, while the grade of the Dissertation is multiplied by 1/3.

[bookmark: _Toc233535954][bookmark: _Toc233639749]Article 15: “Make-up Lectures”
1. The educational work of each academic year is structured in two (2) semesters of studies, the autumn and the spring, each of which comprises at least thirteen (13) weeks of teaching and two (2) weeks of examinations.
2. In the event that a lecture cannot take place, a make-up lecture is provided. The date and time of the make-up lecture are posted on the website of the MSc Program.
3. Attendance of courses/laboratories etc. is mandatory. The number of absences per course may not exceed three (3), of which two (2) may be unjustified. Exceeding the aforementioned number of absences in one or more courses, whether compulsory or elective, entails de-registration from the MSc Program by decision of the Departmental Assembly, following a recommendation by the CC.
4. Courses and any possible make-up lectures thereof shall be held in the most suitable manner, including the possibility of conducting them in a consolidated format.

[bookmark: _Toc233535955][bookmark: _Toc233639750]Article 16: “Rights of Postgraduate Students”
1. The rights of postgraduate students are provided for in Law 4957/2022. Specifically, postgraduate students enjoy all the rights and benefits provided for first-cycle students, with the exception of the right to receive free textbooks.
2. Indicatively, postgraduate students are entitled to:
a) An academic identity card (pass).
b) An AUA electronic mail account.
c) Access to the AUA libraries.
d) Access to electronic databases to which AUA subscribes (Hellenic Academic Libraries Link).
e) Broader cooperation with the teaching staff of the MSc Program for their educational and examination needs, on days and at times announced at the beginning of each semester.
f) The right to submit queries and applications, which shall be answered within a reasonable time by the Secretariat of the MSc Program.
g) The right to be served by the structures of the Institution and the Department.
3. The Department is obliged to ensure that postgraduate students with disabilities and/or special educational needs have accessibility to the recommended textbooks and instruction, or other accommodations.

[bookmark: _Toc233535956][bookmark: _Toc233639751]Article 17: “Obligations of Postgraduate Students”
Postgraduate students have the following obligations:
a) To attend all courses of the study Program without interruption and to sign the attendance registers.
b) To submit the required coursework within the prescribed deadlines.
c) To sit their examinations.
d) To submit to the Secretariat, prior to the assessment of the Master’s Dissertation, a statutory declaration that their work does not constitute a product of plagiarism, either in whole or in part.
e) To respect and comply with the Postgraduate Studies Regulations, the decisions of the governing bodies of the MSc Program, and Academic Ethics.

[bookmark: _Toc233535957][bookmark: _Toc233639752]Article 18: “De-registration of Postgraduate Students”
The Departmental Assembly, following a recommendation by the CC, may decide on the de-registration of postgraduate students if:
a) they have failed in the examination of a course or courses or the dissertation and have not successfully completed the Program, in accordance with the provisions of the present Regulations,
b) they exceed the maximum duration of studies in the MSc Program, as defined in the present Regulations,
c) there is negligent fulfilment of other obligations, as defined by the present Regulations,
d) behaviour that violates the Academic Ethics Code (e.g. plagiarism), and
e) they themselves submit an application for de-registration.

[bookmark: _Toc233535958][bookmark: _Toc233639753]Article 19: “Graduation Ceremony”
1. Upon fulfilment of all the obligations of the postgraduate student and the successful examination of the dissertation, the title of MDE “Greenhouses - New Technologies and Sustainable Cultivation Practices” is awarded.
2. The MDE records the final grade as follows:
a) From 5 to 6.49: Good.
b) From 6.50 to 8.49: Very Good.
c) From 8.50 to 10: Excellent.
3. In a public session of the Departmental Assembly, the record of the successful examination by the Three-member Examination Committee is read out and the postgraduate student is proclaimed.
4. The oath-taking of the postgraduate student takes place at a special Public Ceremony.
5. The MDE is signed by the Rector and the Chair of the Department of NRDAE and is sealed with the Great Seal of the Agricultural University of Athens.

[bookmark: _Toc233535959][bookmark: _Toc233639754]Article 20: “Diploma Supplement”
1. A Diploma Supplement in Greek and English is appended to the Master’s Diploma, for which the provisions of Article 15 of Law 3374/2005 (A’ 189) and Ministerial Decision ref. F5/89656/B3/13-08-2007 (B’ 1466) apply.
2. The Master’s Diploma is accompanied by a Master’s Diploma Supplement, which is signed by the Chair of the Department of Natural Resources Management and Agricultural Engineering. The Diploma Supplement is issued once and constitutes an explanatory document providing information on the nature, level, general educational framework, content and status of the studies that have been successfully completed, and does not replace the official degree certificate or the detailed transcript of grades issued by the Institutions.
3. The information section of the above Diploma Supplement records the following:
A) Information on the identity of the holder of the degree.
B) Information on the type of degree.
C) Information on the level of the degree.
D) Information on the content and results achieved.
E) Information on the further opportunities offered by the degree.
F) Supplementary information (date of conferment of graduate status, which differs from the date of issue of the degree, information on the study guide, etc.).
G) Certification of the Supplement.
H) Information on the National Higher Education System.
Where information is not available, a relevant explanation shall be given.

[bookmark: _Toc233535960][bookmark: _Toc233639755]Article 21: “Assignment of Teaching Duties”
1. The teaching duties of the MSc Program are assigned, by decision of the Departmental Assembly of the Department of NRDAE, to the following categories of instructors:
i) members of Teaching and Research Staff (TRS), Laboratory Teaching Staff (EDIP) and Specialised Technical Laboratory Staff (ETEP) of the Department of NRDAE or of other Departments of the same or another Higher Education Institution (HEI), with additional employment beyond their statutory obligations, if the MSc Program has tuition fees,
ii) Emeritus Professors or retired members of the TRS of the Department of NRDAE or of other Departments of the same or another HEI,
iii) collaborating professors,
iv) commissioned lecturers,
v) visiting professors or visiting researchers,
vi) researchers and specialised functional scientists of research and technological bodies under Article 13A of Law 4310/2014 (A’ 258) or other research centres and institutes, domestic or international, and
vii) scientists of recognised standing who possess specialised knowledge and relevant experience in the subject area of the MSc Program.
2. The assignment of teaching duties of the MSc Program is carried out by decision of the Departmental Assembly of the Department of NRDAE, following a recommendation by the Coordinating Committee of the MSc Program.
3. The categories of instructors under sub-paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) may not receive remuneration. Payment of remuneration or other benefits from the state budget or the public investment Program is not permitted for all the above categories of instructors. By decision of the competent body of the MSc Program on the assignment of teaching duties, the level of remuneration for categories (d) to (g) is determined.
4. By decision of the Departmental Assembly, supplementary teaching duties may be assigned to doctoral candidates of the Department of NRDAE or of the School of Environment and Agricultural Engineering, under the supervision of an instructor of the MSc Program.

[bookmark: _Toc233535961][bookmark: _Toc233639756]Article 22: “Duties and Obligations of Instructors in the MSc Program”
1. Instructors are required to:
a) be punctual in their educational obligations,
b) complete the required weeks of teaching,
c) inform students about the study Program,
d) verify the mandatory attendance of courses by postgraduate students,
e) announce the assessment terms of courses at the beginning of instruction,
f) communicate the grading results within fifteen (15) days of the examination date or, where assessment is based on coursework, within twenty (20) days of the submission date, and
g) check the Master’s Dissertations using specialised anti-plagiarism software provided by the Library of the Institution (Decision of the Rectorate Council, Session: 55th/07.12.2020).
2. In general, instructors must comply with the rules of the articles of the present Regulations.

[bookmark: _Toc233535962][bookmark: _Toc233639757]Article 23: “Right of Supervision and Membership on Examination Committees”
1. The right to supervise Master’s Dissertations is held by the instructors under sub-paragraphs (a) to (f) of paragraph 1 of Article 21 hereof, on condition that they hold a doctoral degree.
2. By decision of the Departmental Assembly of the Department of NRDAE, the supervision of dissertations may also be assigned to members of the TRS and EDIP of the Department who have not undertaken teaching duties in the MSc Program.
3. The supervisor is responsible for monitoring and controlling the progress of the Master’s Dissertation and for ascertaining that its objectives and timetable are met. The supervisor is also responsible for checking the dissertation for potential plagiarism (via the Turnitin application). In the event that it is not possible to carry out the study or there are issues that render its continuation difficult, and in the event of inability to resolve the above between the supervisor and the postgraduate student, the postgraduate student and/or the supervisor informs the Director of the MSc Program in writing. If, despite this, resolution is not achieved, the Director informs the CC in writing, which may recommend the adoption of a relevant decision by the Departmental Assembly.

[bookmark: _Toc233535963][bookmark: _Toc233639758]Article 24: “Evaluation of the MSc Program”
1. The MSc Program is evaluated annually by the Quality Assurance Unit (MODIP) of the Institution, in accordance with the Internal Quality Assurance System (ESDI), and periodically by the Hellenic Authority of Higher Education (ETHAAE), in accordance with the applicable institutional framework and the guidelines of ETHAAE. Within this framework, the overall assessment of the work accomplished by the MSc Program is evaluated, the degree of fulfilment of the objectives set at its establishment, its sustainability, the absorption of graduates into the labour market, its contribution to research, internal evaluation by the postgraduate students, the appropriateness of extending its operation, as well as other elements relating to the quality of the work produced and its contribution to the national strategy for higher education.
2. In the event that the evaluation has not been completed for objective reasons, the operation of the MSc Program may be extended for a maximum of one (1) additional year, following a special report by the Director of the MSc Program providing an overall assessment of the work accomplished, the degree of satisfaction of the objectives set, the reasons for the extension, its sustainability and, in general, elements justifying the necessity of the extension.
3. If the MSc Program, at the stage of its evaluation pursuant to paragraph 1, is judged not to meet the prerequisites for continuing its operation, its operation is concluded with the graduation of the already enrolled students, in accordance with the Founding Decision and the Regulations of Postgraduate Study Programs.

[bookmark: _Toc233535964][bookmark: _Toc233639759]Article 25: “Infrastructure - Resources - Funding of the MSc Program”
1. For the smooth operation of the MSc Program, teaching rooms and seminar rooms, lecture halls equipped with audiovisual equipment and laboratories of the Institution shall be made available. By decision of the CC, provision may be made for the use of premises made available or leased for the operation of the Program by public or private bodies, including conference facilities and hotels.
2. The administrative and secretarial support of the MSc Program is provided by the Secretariat of the Department of NRDAE. In addition to the Department Secretariat, which handles the various matters of the operation of the postgraduate Program (student enrolment, maintenance of grading files, issuance of degrees, diploma supplements, etc.), support for the MSc Program by external collaborators, doctoral candidates or postgraduate students, who shall be remunerated from the Program, is also envisaged.
3. Funding (Founding of the MSc Program, Chapter A, Article 12) may derive from donations, contributions, bequests, sponsorships, research Programs, EU Programs or those of other international organisations, as provided for by the applicable legislation.

[bookmark: _Toc233535965][bookmark: _Toc233639760]Article 26: “Intellectual Property Rights of Postgraduate Studies”
1. The author is responsible for the content of the Master’s Dissertation and declares therein that: “The responsibility for the originality, provenance and structure of the information and data presented in the Dissertation, as well as for any errors or omissions in the reference sources, rests exclusively with the author. The views and conclusions expressed are those of the author and should not be interpreted as representing the official positions of the Agricultural University of Athens and, in particular, of the Department of Natural Resources Management and Agricultural Engineering.”
2. On the basis of the Decision of the Rectorate Council (Session: 55th/07.12.2020), from 1 January 2021 the checking of Master’s and doctoral dissertations was made mandatory, using specialised anti-plagiarism software provided by the Library of the Institution, according to which the common permissible limit must be less than 25%. Accordingly, the author is required to register with the relevant application and, having given consent during the registration procedure, the checking of the work shall be carried out by the Supervisor (or another member of the Committee). Finally, the following paragraph must be mandatorily included in the acknowledgements footnote: “With my permission, the present work was checked by the examination committee using plagiarism detection software available at AUA and the validity and originality of the work were verified.”
3. Each postgraduate student of the MSc Program must submit a signed Statutory Declaration (Article 8 of Law 1599/1986) of Intellectual Property Rights and Research Data Management to the Secretariat of the MSc Program, relating to the completion of their studies, in which they shall state the following:
a) The intellectual property rights of my Dissertation, upon its completion, shall belong simultaneously to me, to the Supervisor and to the Agricultural University of Athens at which it shall be prepared.
b) The management of the data belongs jointly to me and to the Supervisor of the Dissertation.
c) Any scientific publication and/or announcement (poster or oral), and/or reference from the documentation material/database of the Dissertation, shall be made with me and the Supervisor as co-authors, and other individuals who contributed to the conduct of the research or the writing of the publication may also be co-authors.
d) The Supervisor has the right to utilise and disseminate the results produced (data, studies, software, applications, prototypes, etc.). Such utilisation does not concern commercial exploitation, but rather constitutes an act within the framework of Research and Science.
e) I certify that the present Master’s Dissertation constitutes an original work and, to the best of my knowledge, does not infringe upon the intellectual property rights of third parties. In the event that the Dissertation contains material that constitutes the intellectual work of third parties, a corresponding reference and citation to the respective author is made within the contents thereof.

[bookmark: _Toc233535966][bookmark: _Toc233639761]Article 27: “Administrative, Technical and Financial Support”
The administrative, technical and financial support of the MSc Program is undertaken by the Secretariat of the MSc Program. Its duties include the smooth operation of the MSc Program in accordance with the present Regulations, the information and service of the postgraduate students, the issuance of certificates and supplements for the students, the issuance of calls for admission of new students, and the proper processing of invoices and supporting documents in cooperation with the Special Account for Research Funds (SARF), among others. It also handles matters relating to the teaching staff, the teaching timetable and maintains statistical data regarding the MSc Program.


[bookmark: _Toc233535967][bookmark: _Toc233639762]Article 28: “Provisions and Amendments to the MSc Program Regulations”
1. The provisions of the present Internal Regulations of Operation may be amended, following a substantiated recommendation, by decision of the Departmental Assembly, in accordance with the applicable legislation.
2. Any other matters that arise and are not regulated by the present Internal Regulations of Operation shall be resolved by the competent bodies within the framework of the applicable legislation, and principally of Laws 4957/2022 (A’ 141), 5094/2024 (A’ 39) and 5203/2025 (A’ 87), concerning postgraduate studies.
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